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with a minimum of harm. In addition,
for a person on board a vessel for which
a valid Federal commercial or charter
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued,
the prohibition on the harvest or pos-
session of red snapper applies in the
South Atlantic, regardless of where
such fish are harvested or possessed,
i.e., in state or Federal waters.

(3) Speckled hind and warsaw grouper.
Speckled hind and warsaw grouper may
not be harvested or possessed in or
from the South Atlantic EEZ. Such
fish caught in the South Atlantic EEZ
must be released immediately with a
minimum of harm. These restrictions
also apply in the South Atlantic on
board a vessel for which a valid Federal
commercial or charter vessel/headboat
permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued, i.e., in state or
Federal waters.

(4) Nassau grouper may not be har-
vested or possessed in the South Atlan-
tic EEZ or the Gulf EEZ. Nassau group-
er taken in the South Atlantic EEZ or
the Gulf EEZ incidentally by hook-and-
line must be released immediately by
cutting the line without removing the
fish from the water.

(c) Limited-harvest species. A person
who fishes in the EEZ may not com-
bine a harvest limitation specified in
this paragraph (c) with a harvest limi-
tation applicable to state waters. A
species subject to a harvest limitation
specified in this paragraph (c) taken in
the EEZ may not be transferred at sea,
regardless of where such transfer takes
place, and such species may not be
transferred in the EEZ.

(1) Cubera snapper. No person may
harvest more than two cubera snapper
measuring 30 inches (76.2 cm), TL, or
larger, per day in the South Atlantic
EEZ off Florida and no more than two
such cubera snapper in or from the
South Atlantic EEZ off Florida may be
possessed on board a vessel at any
time.

(2) [Reserved]

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78

FR 44464, July 24, 2013; 78 FR 178775, Dec. 27,
2013]

§622.182

§622.182 Gear-restricted areas.

(a) Special management zones (SMZs).
(1) The SMZs consist of artificial reefs
and surrounding areas as follows:

(i) Paradise Reef is bounded on the
north by 33°31.59" N. lat.; on the south
by 33°30.51" N. lat.; on the east by
78°57.55" W. long.; and on the west by
78°58.85" W. long.

(ii) Ten Mile Reef is bounded on the
north by 33°26.65" N. lat.; on the south
by 33°24.80° N. lat.; on the east by
78°561.08° W. long.; and on the west by
78°562.97 W. long.

(iii) Pawleys Island Reef is bounded on
the north by 33°26.58 N. lat.; on the
south by 33°25.76" N. lat.; on the east by
79°00.29° W. long.; and on the west by
79°01.24° W. long.

(iv) Georgetown Reef is bounded on
the north by 33°14.90° N. lat.; on the
south by 33°13.85" N. lat.; on the east by
78°59.45" W. long.; and on the west by
79°00.65" W. long.

(v) Capers Reef is bounded on the
north by 32°45.45" N. lat.; on the south
by 32°43.91’ N. lat.; on the east by
79°33.81"” W. long.; and on the west by
79°35.10° W. long.

(vi) Kiawah Reef is bounded on the
north by 32°29.78" N. lat.; on the south
by 32°28.25" N. lat.; on the east by
79°59.00" W. long.; and on the west by
80°00.95" W. long.

(vii) Edisto Offshore Reef is bounded
on the north by 32°15.30" N. lat.; on the
south by 32°13.90" N. lat.; on the east by
79°50.25" W. long.; and on the west by
79°51.45" W. long.

(viii) Hunting Island Reef is bounded
on the north by 32°13.72" N. lat.; on the
south by 32°12.30" N. lat.; on the east by
80°19.23" W. long.; and on the west by
80°21.00" W. long.

(ix) Fripp Island Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°15.92" N. lat.; on the
south by 32°14.75" N. lat.; on the east by
80°21.62" W. long.; and on the west by
80°22.90" W. long.

(x) Betsy Ross Reef is bounded on the
north by 32°03.60" N. lat.; on the south
by 32°02.88° N. lat.; on the east by
80°24.57 W. long.; and on the west by
80°25.50" W. long.

(xi) Hilton Head Reef/Artificial Reef—T
is bounded on the north by 32°00.71" N.
lat.; on the south by 31°59.42" N. lat.; on
the east by 80°35.23° W. long.; and on
the west by 80°36.37 W. long.
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(xii) Artificial Reef—A is bounded on
the north by 30°57.4° N. lat.; on the
south by 30°55.4" N. lat.; on the east by
81°13.9” W. long.; and on the west by
81°16.3' W. long.

(xiii) Artificial Reef—C is bounded on
the north by 30°52.0 N. lat.; on the
south by 30°50.0" N. lat.; on the east by
81°08.5" W. long.; and on the west by
81°10.9° W. long.

(xiv) Artificial Reef—G is bounded on
the north by 31°00.0° N. lat.; on the
south by 30°58.0’ N. lat.; on the east by
80°56.8" W. long.; and on the west by
80°59.2" W. long.

(xv) Artificial Reef—F is bounded on
the north by 31°06.8" N. lat.; on the
south by 31°04.8" N. lat.; on the east by
81°10.5" W. long.; and on the west by
81°13.4° W. long.

(xvi) Artificial Reef—J is bounded on
the north by 31°36.7 N. lat.; on the
south by 31°34.7 N. lat.; on the east by
80°47.3" W. long.; and on the west by
80°50.1’ W. long.

(xvii) Artificial Reef—L is bounded on
the north by 31°46.0" N. lat.; on the
south by 31°44.0" N. lat.; on the east by
80°34.7 W. long.; and on the west by
80°37.1" W. long.

(xviii) Artificial Reef—KC is bounded
on the north by 31°51.2" N. lat.; on the
south by 31°49.2" N. lat.; on the east by
80°45.3 W. long.; and on the west by
80°47.7 W. long.

(xXix) Ft. Pierce Inshore Reef is bound-
ed on the north by 27°26.8" N. lat.; on
the south by 27°25.8" N. lat.; on the east
by 80°09.24° W. long.; and on the west by
80°10.36" W. long.

(xx) Ft. Pierce Offshore Reef is bound-
ed by rhumb lines connecting, in order,
the following points:

Point North lat. West long.
27°23.68" 80°03.95"
27°22.80 80°03.60"
27°23.94' 80°00.02
27°24.85" 80°00.33"
27°23.68" 80°03.95"

(xxi) Key Biscayne/Artificial Reef—H is
bounded on the north by 25°42.82" N.
lat.; on the south by 25°41.32’ N. lat.; on
the east by 80°04.22” W. long.; and on
the west by 80°05.53’ W. long.

(xxii) Little River Offshore Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°42.10° N.
lat.; on the south by 33°41.10° N. lat.; on
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the east by 78°26.40" W. long.; and on
the west by 78°27.10’ W. long.

(xxiii) BP-25 Reef is bounded on the
north by 33°21.70° N. lat.; on the south
by 33°20.70° N. lat.; on the east by
78°24.80" W. long.; and on the west by
78°25.60° W. long.

(xxiv) Vermilion Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°57.80" N. lat.; on the
south by 32°57.30" N. lat.; on the east by
78°39.30" W. long.; and on the west by
78°40.10" W. long.

(xxv) Cape Romaine Reef is bounded
on the north by 33°00.00" N. lat.; on the
south by 32°59.50" N. lat.; on the east by
79°02.01” W. long.; and on the west by
79°02.62" W. long.

(xxvi) Y-73 Reef is bounded on the
north by 32°33.20" N. lat.; on the south
by 32°32.70" N. lat.; on the east by
79°19.10° W. long.; and on the west by
79°19.70" W. long.

(xxvii) Eagles Nest Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°01.48" N. lat.; on the
south by 32°00.98" N. lat.; on the east by
80°30.00" W. long.; and on the west by
80°30.65" W. long.

(xxviii) Bill Perry Jr. Reef is bounded
on the north by 33°26.20" N. lat.; on the
south by 33°25.20" N. lat.; on the east by
78°32.70" W. long.; and on the west by
78°33.80" W. long.

(xxix) Comanche Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°27.40° N. lat.; on the
south by 32°26.90" N. lat.; on the east by
79°18.80" W. long.; and on the west by
79°19.60° W. long.

(xxx) Murrel’s Inlet 60 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°17.50° N.
lat.; on the south by 33°16.50" N. lat.; on
the east by 78°44.67 W. long.; and on
the west by 78°45.98’ W. long.

(xxxi) Georgetown 95 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°11.75" N.
lat.; on the south by 33°10.75" N. lat.; on
the east by 78°24.10" W. long.; and on
the west by 78°25.63" W. long.

(xxxii) New Georgetown 60 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°09.25 N.
lat.; on the south by 33°07.75" N. lat.; on
the east by 78°49.95 W. long.; and on
the west by 78°51.45" W. long.

(xxxiii) North Inlet 45 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°21.03" N.
lat.; on the south by 33°20.03’ N. lat.; on
the east by 79°00.31” W. long.; and on
the west by 79°01.51’ W. long.

(xxxiv) CJ Davidson Reef is bounded
on the north by 33°06.48" N. lat.; on the
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south by 33°05.48" N. lat.; on the east by
79°00.27 W. long.; and on the west by
79°01.39° W. long.

(xxxv) Greenville Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°57.25" N. lat.; on the
south by 32°56.25" N. lat.; on the east by
78°54.25" W. long.; and on the west by
78°55.25" W. long.

(xxxvi) Charleston 60 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 32°33.60° N.
lat.; on the south by 32°32.60° N. lat.; on
the east by 79°39.70’ W. long.; and on
the west by 79°40.90’ W. long.

(xxxvii) Edisto 60 Foot Reef is bounded
on the north by 32°21.75" N. lat.; on the
south by 32°20.75" N. lat.; on the east by
80°04.10" W. longitude; and on the west
by 80°05.70° W. long.

(xxxviii) Edisto 40 Foot Reef is bound-
ed on the north by 32°25.78" N. lat.; on
the south by 32°24.78" N. lat.; on the
east by 80°11.24” W. long.; and on the
west by 80°12.32° W. long.

(xxxix) Beaufort 45 Foot Reef is bound-
ed on the north by 32°07.65" N. lat.; on
the south by 32°06.65" N. lat.; on the
east by 80°28.80" W. long.; and on the
west by 80°29.80° W. long.

(x1) Artificial Reef—ALT is bounded on
the north by 31°18.6° N. lat.; on the
south by 31°16.6" N. lat.; on the east by
81°07.0" W. long.; and on the west by
81°09.4' W. long.

(x1i) Artificial Reef—CAT is bounded
on the north by 31°40.2" N. lat.; on the
south by 31°38.2" N. lat.; on the east by
80°56.2” W. long.; and on the west by
80°58.6" W. long.

(x1ii) Artificial Reef—CCA is bounded
on the north by 31°43.7" N. lat.; on the
south by 31°41.7 N. lat.; on the east by
80°40.0" W. long.; and on the west by
80°42.3' W. long.

(x1iii) Artificial Reef—DRH is bounded
on the north by 31°18.0" N. lat.; on the
south by 31°16.0" N. lat.; on the east by

§622.182

80°56.6 W. long.; and on the west by
80°59.0" W. long.

(x1iv) Artificial Reef—DUA is bounded
on the north by 31°47.8" N. lat.; on the
south by 31°45.8" N. lat.; on the east by
80°62.1” W. long.; and on the west by
80°54.5" W. long.

(xlv) Artificial Reef—DW is bounded
on the north by 31°22.8’ N. lat.; on the
south by 31°20.3" N. lat.; on the east by
79°49.8° W. long.; and on the west by
79°51.1’ W. long.

(x1vi) Artificial Reef—KBY is bounded
on the north by 30°48.6" N. lat.; on the
south by 30°46.6" N. lat.; on the east by
81°15.0" W. long.; and on the west by
81°17.4'W. long.

(x1vii) Artificial Reef—KTK is bounded
on the north by 31°31.3" N. lat.; on the
south by 31°29.3' N. lat.; on the east by
80°59.1” W. long.; and on the west by
81°01.5" W. long.

(x1viii) Artificial Reef—MRY is bound-
ed on the north by 30°47.5" N. lat.; on
the south by 30°45.5" N. lat.; on the east
by 81°05.5" W. long.; and on the west by
81°07.8" W. long.

(x1ix) Artificial Reef—SAV is bounded
on the north by 31°55.4"” N. lat.; on the
south by 31°53.4" N. lat.; on the east by
80°45.2” W. long.; and on the west by
80°47.6° W. long.

(1) Artificial Reef—SFC is bounded on
the north by 31°00.8" N. lat.; on the
south by 30°59.8" N. lat.; on the east by
81°02.2” W. long.; and on the west by
81°03.4° W. long.

(1i) Artificial Reef—WW is bounded on
the north by 31°43.5" N. lat.; on the
south by 31°42.2" N. lat.; on the east by
79°57.7 W. long.; and on the west by
79°59.3' W. long.

(2) To determine what restrictions
apply in the SMZs listed in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section, follow this table:

In SMZs specified in the following paragraphs of this section

These restrictions apply

(a)(1)(i) through (x), (a)(1)(xx), and (a)(1)(xxii) through (xxxix) ..

(@)(1)(i) through (xviii) and (@)(1)(xxii) through (i) .............ccc.....
(a)(1)(i) through (i) ,
(a)(1)(xii) through (xviii) and (a)(1)(x]) through () ...

Use of a powerhead to take South Atlantic snapper-grouper is
prohibited.

Possession of a powerhead and a mutilated South Atlantic
snapper-grouper in, or after having fished in, one of these
SMZs constitutes prima facie evidence that such fish was
taken with a powerhead in the SMZ. Harvest and possession
of a South Atlantic snapper-grouper is limited to the bag-lim-
its specified §622.187(b).

Fishing may only be conducted with handline, rod and reel,
and spearfishing gear.

Use of a sea bass pot or bottom longline is prohibited.

Possession of South Atlantic snapper-grouper taken with a
powerhead is limited to the bag limits specified in
§622.187(b).
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In SMZs specified in the following paragraphs of this section

These restrictions apply

(a)(1)(xix) and (a)(1)(xx) .

(a)(1)(xix) and (a)(1)(xxi)

.| A hydraulic or electric reel that is permanently affixed to the

vessel is prohibited when fishing for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper.
Use of spearfishing gear is prohibited.

(b) Longline prohibited areas. A
longline may not be used to fish in the
EEZ for South Atlantic snapper-group-
er south of 27°10’ N. lat. (due east of the
entrance to St. Lucie Inlet, FL); or
north of 27°10° N. lat. where the charted
depth is less than 50 fathoms (91.4 m),
as shown on the latest edition of the
largest scale NOAA chart of the loca-
tion. A person aboard a vessel with a
longline on board that fishes on a trip
in the South Atlantic EEZ south of
27°10" N. lat., or north of 27°10" N. lat.
where the charted depth is less than 50
fathoms (91.4 m), is limited on that trip
to the bag limit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper for which a bag limit
is specified in §622.187(b), and to zero
for all other South Atlantic snapper-
grouper. For the purpose of this para-
graph, a vessel is considered to have a
longline on board when a power-oper-
ated longline hauler, a cable or
monofilament of diameter and length
suitable for use in the longline fishery,
and gangions are on board. Removal of
any one of these three elements con-
stitutes removal of a longline.

(c) Powerhead prohibited area. A
powerhead may not be used in the EEZ
off South Carolina to harvest South
Atlantic snapper-grouper. The posses-
sion of a mutilated South Atlantic
snapper-grouper in or from the EEZ off
South Carolina, and a powerhead is
prima facie evidence that such fish was
harvested by a powerhead.

(d) Sea bass pot prohibited area. A sea
bass pot may not be used in the South
Atlantic EEZ south of 28°35.1” N. lat.
(due east of the NASA Vehicle Assem-
bly Building, Cape Canaveral, FL). A
sea bass pot deployed in the EEZ south
of 28°35.1’ N. lat. may be disposed of in
any appropriate manner by the Assist-
ant Administrator or an authorized of-
ficer.

§622.183 Area and seasonal closures.
(a) Area closures—(1) Marine protected

areas (MPAs). (i) No person may fish for

a South Atlantic snapper-grouper in an

MPA, and no person may DOSsess a
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in an
MPA. However, the prohibition on pos-
session does not apply to a person
aboard a vessel that is in transit with
fishing gear appropriately stowed as
specified in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this
section. In addition to these restric-
tions, see §635.21(d)(1)(iii) of this chap-
ter regarding restrictions applicable
within these MPAs for any vessel
issued a permit under part 635 of this
chapter that has longline gear on
board. MPAs consist of deepwater areas
as follows:

(A) Snowy Grouper Wreck MPA is
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in
order, the following points:

Point North lat. West long.
A .. 33°25 77°04.75'
B ... | 33°34.75 76°51.3
C .| 33°25.5 76°46.5"
D .| 83°15.75 77°00.0"
A .. 33°25 77°04.75"

(B) Northern South Carolina MPA is
bounded on the north by 32°53.5" N. lat.;
on the south by 32°48.5" N. lat.; on the
east by 78°04.75" W. long.; and on the
west by 78°16.75 W. long.

(C) Edisto MPA is bounded on the
north by 32°24° N. lat.; on the south by
32°18.5" N. lat.; on the east by 78°54.0" W.
long.; and on the west by 79°06.0" W.
long.

(D) Charleston Deep Artificial Reef
MPA is bounded by rhumb lines con-
necting, in order, the following points:

Point North lat. West long.
AL 32°04 79°12
B 32°08.5" 79°07.5"
C ... | 32°06 79°05
D . | 32°01.5" 79°09.3
AL 32°04 79°12

(B) Georgia MPA is bounded by rhumb

lines connecting, in order, the fol-
lowing points:
Point North lat. West long.
A . 31°43 79°31’
B .. 31°43 79°21
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